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applied o groups fighting against capitalism « few decades later and would be \
employed to describe both Russian revolutionaries and eventually the Soviet |

government. In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, the term became syn- |

The Shi f ti ng D efi ni tion | onymous with nationalistic, revolutionary, radical religious, and nihilist groups. i

Defining the term is not an academic exercise. The definition helps to deter- i

- . A

Of Te Irorism mine policy, behavior, and intemational opinion. It becomes part of a nation's

LE, AR application of military force and its criminal justice system. Defining terrorism
NI IN G OB]EC TIVES [ e g =ree T y . v can literally be a matter of life and. death. This chapter will focus on the prob-

::ZZ ;’:;)ding this chapter, you should lems of defining terrorism and offer a brief history of its shifting meaning.
0:

: » e . . e
g‘x"}mﬂ the reason terrorism is ey o
ifficult to define,
i P> Summarize the impact of con-
| text on definitions of terrorism.
/ > Ex;?lfzin the importance of
defining terrorism,

»  Outline contemporary attempts §

to define terrorism, §
> Ex;?Iain where the term ter- ,;
forism originated and how g

the meaning changed during g
<

Terrorism is difficult to define because it is not a physical entity that has dimensions

to be measured, weighed, and analyzed. It is a social construct; that is, terrorism is de-  social construct: The

fined by different people within shifting social and political realities (Schmid, 1992). Way people view reality.

The term has spawned heated debate because it is nebulous and pejorative. As a re- G“"\:"‘ °°“’d““°‘ = {:‘i““

sult, there are many definitions of terrorism and no single accepted understanding. ::ﬁlni::v“;m;c::; c:‘s,
Some scholars have opted for a simple definition stating that terrorism is an act  of their lives through the

or threatened act of violence against innocent people for political purposes (Laqueur, meanings they attribute to

1987, 1999). Some nations have criminalized terrorism, defining it as a violation of the construct.

law (Mullendore and White, 1996). Alex Schmid tries to synthesize various posi-

tions in an academic consensus definition (see Schmid and Jongman, 2005, pp. 1-38, academic consensus

70-111). Schmid says most definitions of the term have two characteristics: (1) some- definition: A complex defi-
nition based on the work

b | n § i i i i is deri ists’
- S one is terrorized and (2) the meaning of the term is derived from the terrorists ATt Sehmid, It come

the history of the nineteenth

century.

»  Explain how socialism, anar-  [Bl Headquarters, Washington DC T anq victims. Many victims of government violence Cl.aim (hfat reprcss?o'n is terroxti%m, bisies common elements
chism, and communism were while governments tend to define terrorism as subnational violent political opposition  of the definitions used by
mistakenly associated with (Bady, 2003). There is no standard meaning of the term terrorism. leading scholars in the
terrorism. ri i H. H. A. Cooper (1976, 1977b, 1978, 2001) first approached the problem by stat- field of terrorism.

uring World War II, soldiers on several fronts often ing that there is blen i thi bl g el ph ism i
> §ummurize the differing mean- executed prisoners. It was a routine event on the Fqgt. ;ng,[osfe:ne;tsw: (l:’;:noetn;gl:e; ;np;?ha?::ii?sl:rlloi? e can e that exroriem
ings of terrorism in Russia ern Front, and Japanese and Americans killed captives & ’ )
zfl: K;n:_(he }f’eLople s Will through on Guadalcanal. German SS troops executed more than 200
1se o i . : : e 3
Lo enin, Trotsky, and American captives during the Battle of the Bulge. We may cal Definitions Influenced by Social Context )
i The social context surrounding the term terrorism influences how it is defined. Con- social context: As used in

these actions murder today, but few people would use the term
terrorism to describe them.
In the summer of 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq and al Sham

sider the following examples and the differing meanings of terrorism: this book, the historical,
political, and erimino-

A. In early 2010, a colleague of mine returned from the U.S. State Department’s Togical circumstances at
Anti-Terrorism Assistance program in Jordan. He was working with 27 Jorda-  a given point in time. It

»  Summarize the early history of
the Irish Republican Army.

P Define the term selective ter-

: R (ISIS) (also kno i i . ;
rorism as used by Michael I oW a8 the Islamic State, the Islamic State of nian police officers—12 Christians, 12 Muslims (all Sunnis), and three agnos-  is the way peopleina
Collins, raq and Syriq, ISIL, and Daesh) released videos showing the tics. They never argued about religion, but they were appalled when he outlined culwre d.‘;‘,“‘ ustinsdnd

beheading C?f American and British hostages. ISIS also filmed the operational methods of Hezbollah. The reason: The Jordanian police offi- :x:a‘{v ‘;u:;:::c,‘,ezj_
fnass executions of Iraqi military prisoners. Most of the worlds cers vehemently stated that Hezbollah was not a terrorist organization. It as a ity The social context

militia fighting the Israeli Defense Forces. Hezbollah is a Shi’ite group, but that affects the way terrorism
made no difference to the Sunni Muslim, Christian, and agnostic police officers, s defined.

The difference betwee t i e In their minds, Hezbollah was a legitimate militia resisting lAsraeli aggre_ssion.
P e g s B. In January 2015, three men claiming to belong to al Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-

geeg:;d g:xi i?f;lec;nate debalte because terrorism is difficult to insula (AQAP) and influenced by ISIS attacked the offices of Charlie Hebdo, a

: © actions involved a form of terror, but the French satirical magazine based in Paris. They murdered 13 cartoonists who
term terrorism {s applied selectively. In addition, the meaning had satirized Islam and then killed two police officers. They would murder four
of terrorism changes over time, The term was originally used more people before they were killed a few days later. Every government in the
to describe the actions of the French government. It would be

leaders called these murders, and American political leaders
frequently refer to ISIS as a terrorist nation/state.
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4 PART ] e Terrorism in

selective terrorism: A term
used by Michael Collins
during the Irish War of

Independence (1919-1921).

Collins did not launch
indiscriminate terror
attacks. Rather, he selec-
tively targeted the British
military, the police force it
sponsored, and the people
who supported the United
Kingdom.

Nidal Malik Hasan:

(b. 1970) an American sol-
dier of Palestinian descent.
Hasan was a U.S. Army
psychiatrist who became
self-radicalized and em-
braced militant Islam. In
November 2009, he went
on a shooting spree at
Fort Hood, Texas, killing
13 people and wounding
almost three dozen oth-
ers. He was wounded,
arrested, and charged with
several counts of murder.

H i ial Contexts
istorlcal and Socia | |
ernments around the WOI’ld called thlS terrorism., MO[‘C thar

d 40 world leaders marched through Paris to show solidari
wo

illi 1d made so mych
1 million people an : asked why the WaE L
agl:ilnst terrorism. Yet, one Islamic leiie}fl o ireds of Muslims were being killeg

eople wh .
ado o:;er hthe deﬁl;svfe)rfylgal}’, I-?e <a2id Western deathS.WZre considered to be the
nd the wor. e nnoticed.
:ersolﬁt of terrorism, but Muslim de:t:(’;f;lsiizctiel:i in war zones. In Afghanistan,
oy I v .
ition becomes even mor hting two majo
“ ITlcl)it(}ilegItllantic Treaty Organization (NATO) fforcgs a:faglist l\flgluslims CL llred
ies. a loose association of Central Asian fundam known as al Qaed
f}?ee rsntlsd’ems or the Taliban, and another terrorist groulp no:}:e o g o acda,
News report’ers, politicians, and military officers often fump q differenci:%ag:lza‘
ions i ingle group of terrorists, but there are profoun : '
tions into a Slng g Whlle the Tallban forms

i ional terrorist group,
aeda operates as an internationa i ' '
ccizivergenfregional militias and uses selective terrorism to support guerrilla

operations. More important the theo}ogica! tradition pf thiﬁ Til\i)eiiiceitl}ff.ers
from al Qaeda’s infatuation with a Vlolf;nt Interpretation or a twi 1
century militant Egyptian theologian. L%nklng the two o.rganlzatlon(si T e;'
the single umbrella of terrorism results in a profound misunderstanding o
the Afghan war (Christia and Semple, 2009). ,
On November 5, 2009, Nidal Malik Hasan went on a shooting spree at Fort
Hood, Texas, killing 13 people. There were many reports that Hasan had em-
braced radical Islam and that he had decided to attack soldiers at Fort Hood as
part of a global jihad against the West (Simpson and Gorman, 2009). A former
high-ranking intelligence officer immediately called this an act of terrorism, yet
many government officials stated that it was the act of a mentally deranged sol-
dier (Sherwell and Spillius, 2009). In this case, even the country that had been
victimized by murder seemed unable to decide on a definition of terrorism.

E. There have been dozens of attacks by domestic right-wing extremists since a
bombing in Oklahoma City in 1995. In addition, groups representing a violent
interpretation of Christianity, anti-government groups, sovereign citizens, and
member's of the common-law court movement have killed more than 30 police
officers in the past few years. When attacks against law enforcement officers
occur, state, local, and federal authorities charge suspects with violations of

West and most gov

The Importance of Defining Terrorism

Aesll(()i: ffomlt}}e Isocxal context, Fhe term terrorism is difficult to define because it is

\L;)V }iic ;11 t1ve. tis loaded with polmca}ll.y explosive meanings. Therefore, the manner is

iy mez)o;lsn; 1st }(liefllngdl has political consequences. Only nation-states have the
. . . .

pply abel to their enemies, and the term dehumanizes the people

who recej
O receive the label, When People are deemed to be terrorists, governments give
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Chapter 1 ®
@ ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE
State Repression
gdf;” al;id.Herman (1983) says terrorism should be  and police forces. When the amount of humar
efined in terms of state repression. During the suffering from these dictatorships is CaInpatec 12

violence caused by insurgent terrorism, the pain
caused by modern terrorism shrinks to insignifi-
cance. The “real terror network,” Herman argues,
is found in repressive government. University of
Virginia sociologist Donald Black (2004) sum-

Cold War, the United States supported several
Latin American dictatorships because the dic-
tatorships were anti-communist. These govern-
ments, which had some of the worst human rights

records in history, routinely jailed, tortured, and
execuu;:d .polltlcal opponents. The United States marizes the paradox evident in Herman’s earlier
not only ignored the repression, it also funded work. Counterterrorism, he says, is more violent

the activities and trained the repressive military than terrorism.




